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There are lion statues outside the museum. This is a great
place to stand for a picture!



The Art Institute of Chicago is one of the most famous
museums in the world. It is also one of the biggest.

There are three doors to choose from.  Most people use the
"Visitors" entrance. Members enter through the "Members"
door. If you buy your ticket online you can skip the line and

go in the "Fast Pass" entrance.  



Inside you either get in line to buy tickets under the sign that
says "TICKETS CHECKROOM"

If you bought a "Fast Pass" online or have a membership,
check in at the counter.



When you get your ticket they will also give you a map. This
lady has her ticket and her map and she is ready to see

some art! 

She knows the museum is a serious place. She is going to
walk quietly and use an inside voice.



This part of the museum has statues from ancient Greece
and Rome.  These people love seeing the antique statues.

They know that you are not supposed to touch the art at the
museum.  It is very old and fragile.



This man is doing a good job at the museum. He is looking
closely at the art but he doesn't touch it. 

This is one of the statues that you might see!

Bust of Antinous as Osiris found in 1769 at Hadrian's villa at Tivoli.



This room has art from Asia.

These people are doing a great job visiting the museum. It is
OK to walk around the sculptures and statues.  The museum

wants you to enjoy the art! Just don't touch it.

Buddha Shakyamuni Seated in Meditation- India 12th century                             Sui and Tang sculptures- China



There is a wide variety of art in this museum.  In this area
there is the model for the famous Calder statue "Flamingo"

and Chagall's American Windows.



People come from all over the world to see this famous
painting.  This young woman is doing a good job following

the rules of the museum!

Georges Seurat-A Sunday on La Grande Jatte 1884-86



These are some of the paintings you will see.

Pierre-Auguste Renoir-Two Sisters (On the Terrace) 1881

Vincent Van Gogh-Self Portrait 1887

Hans Thoma-Apollo and
Marsyas 1888

Antonio Mancini-Resting 1887

Claude Monet-Waterloo
Bridge, Gray Weather 1900



If you need a break, there are benches in the museum.
 These are a great place to rest and look at art.  This lady

checked her messages but kept her phone turned off.

She knows that museum are quiet places.  If you need to talk
on the phone, go out in the lobby away from the art exhibits.



Take the elevator or the stairs down to the lower floor to
see some terrific art.

The stairs to the lower floor are steep. Make sure you walk
carefully and use the handrail!



At the base of the stairs is a room of glass paperweights.
There are paperweights with bees, birds, snakes, people,

flowers and amazing decorations!  I wonder which one you
will like the best? 

A Snake!



This one was my favorite. It has bees, flowers and
honeycomb! It is completely made of glass.



On this same floor is the Thorne Miniature Room Gallery. 

Artists made miniature versions of
important rooms.  Don't miss the
miniatures, they are amazing!



It is hard to believe that these interiors are smaller than a tv
set!  The table in this picture is only a couple of inches tall!

I wonder what room will be your favorite?



On the top floor of the museum are more paintings and art.
You can walk up the stairs or use the elevator.

These people are taking the steps because they know the
exercise is good for them.



This is the big statue at the top of the stairs! 

This famous marble statue is called "Samson and the Lion"
and was carved by Cristoforo Stati between 1604-1607.



This man really likes this painting. He knows the rope in
front of the painting means not to get any closer. 

The rope is to keep people from getting close to the art. 



Selfies are OK at the Art Institute of Chicago! 

I hope you have a good time at the museum! 



Tips For Visiting The Art Institute of Chicago!

The crosswalk right in front of the Art Institute is a very busy place to cross. Crossing over a block or
two away will help you avoid a hectic crossing.

This museum houses one of the world's greatest collections of art! In the United States it is second in
size only to the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York City.

The main floor has a museum store with t-shirts and postcards of the collection.  

The cafe is on the lowest floor.

Children under 14 are free. Check out the museum
website for additional free visit opportunities for
educators, military families and a program where
WIC and LINK cardholders can show their cards for
free admission.

The website has maps you can print and study.

The museum is adjacent to Millennium Park.The famous
fountain and statuary of this park make it worth a visit!



Ability Guidebooks are step-by-step instructions on how to access community destinations.  For many
people with autism and neuro-diversity, new situations can cause stress and discomfort.  

Ability Guidebooks help prepare people for new experiences.  This is why I emphasize the places to sit
and areas to relax. 

This book will also help general ed teachers prepare their young students for a visit to the museum.

Brett Bigham is the 2014 Oregon State Teacher of the Year and an NEA National Award for Teaching
Excellence winner.  Bigham is the first Oregon Special Education teacher to win these awards.  

Bigham was named a Global Fellow by the NEA Foundation and traveled to Peru as an ambassador of
that program. This allowed Bigham to create his first international Ability Guidebook for the Museo de

Inka in Cusco, Peru. He has since made books for Greece, Italy, Croatia, Estonia, Finland, Latvia the
UK and Montenegro.

Text and Photos by Brett Bigham unless otherwise noted. Thanks to Kristen Record, Connecticut State
Teacher of the Year, for standing in so many pictures!

Thank you to the city of Chicago and the staff of the Art Institute of Chicago. 
Special thanks to Mike for giving up part of his weekend for proofreading.

Visit MrBsClassroom.com for more Ability Guidebooks.

Can You Translate?
If you can translate this book into  any other language

I would love to hear from you!


