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The Niguliste Museum is a famous museum in Tallinn.
The Niguliste is inside the 13th century church of St. Nicholas.

This is the entrance to the museum. When you visit the
museum you have to follow the rules. People walk in

museums and use quiet voices.



When you enter the museum you have to go downstairs to
buy your ticket.



Downstairs there is a store and a place to buy tickets.



When you get your ticket it will look like this.  Save your
ticket until you leave the museum.



When you have your ticket walk to the end of the counter.
 Here you will see more steps.  This man bought his ticket
and now he is going to go up the stairs to the museum.



Here you will see pictures on the wall.  These show St.
Nicholas Church after it was bombed in World War II. The

church was rebuilt after the war.



There are also pictures taken in 1982.  That year there was a
fire in the church and the roof collapsed.  Once again the

church was rebuilt.



One of the first things you will see is the St. Anne Altarpiece
from the second half of the 15th century. You can stand close

to this but remember, do not touch the art!

At the top of the stairs you enter into the museum.  



The inside of the museum is very large. If you need to sit
down and rest it is OK to sit on the pews.  This is a good

place to rest.



In the front of the church is the famous Rode Altarpiece. The
Rode Altarpiece is a retable and has been in the church since

1481!



This computer touch screen shows the retable in detail. You
can push the icons and the screen changes to show you all of

the different panels opening and closing!

Wait your turn and you can use the computer too!



It is OK to walk around the retable and look at the back. This
painting is on the back of one of the panels.



Behind the retable you will see a work area.  This is where
restorers work to conserve the altarpiece.  Since the statues

and paintings are so old they need to be cleaned and
protected. It is OK to look but you can't go in this area.



To the left of the Rode Altarpiece is a door into the Silver
Chamber.  You can go in here to see the treasure!



These people are looking at the silver. They are following
the rules and not touching the cases.



The museum has many carved grave markers on the walls.
These used to be on the floors of old churches but are now in

the Niguliste Museum.



There is much to see in the museum.  If you look up in the
back you will see the pipes for the organ.



In the back of the museum is a room with the famous
painting Danse Macabre by Bernt Notke. This lady needed a

break so she is sitting on a bench while she looks at the
painting.



There is even a giant candelabra in the museum. You can
look at it but remember not to touch!



At the base of the church tower there are stairs you can
walk up.  The stairs only go up a little ways but it is OK to

go inside.

To exit go back out the way you came in.  I hope you enjoy
your visit to the Niguliste Museum!



Tips For Visiting the Niguliste Museum and the surrounding area.
The Niguliste Museum restrooms are wheelchair accessible.  Some of the doorways have
stone steps with no ramps. Check in with staff for alternative entrances with ramps.  The
surrounding streets are cobblestone and difficult to traverse.

The Niguliste Museum is part of the Art Museum of Estonia. Housed in St. Nicholas Church the
museum houses 13th to 18th century religious art.  The most famous pieces include the Rode
Altarpiece, the St Anne Altarpiece and Bernt Notke's famous 15th century painting Danse
Macabre.  

During World War II St Nicholas Church was heavily damaged by bombing.  The church was
rebuilt only to be heavily damaged in 1982 by a fire.  The museum has extensive
photographs of the damage and the rebuilding.  

Next door to the museum is the Kelchi Parn or Kelch Linden. It is
one of Tallinn's oldest trees.  It was believed to have been planted
in 1680 but tests show that it might be more than 360 years old!  It
is the oldest non-native tree in Tallinn and considered a national
monument.

The trunk of the tree is hollow and filled with cement and bricks.
The plaque in front of the tree explains its history so take a moment
to visit this great piece of living history!

Organ concerts are held every Saturday and Sunday at 4 pm.



Ability Guidebooks are step-by-step instructions on how to access community destinations.  For many
people with autism and neuro-diversity, new situations can cause stress and discomfort.  

Ability Guidebooks help prepare people for new experiences.  This is why I emphasize the places to sit
and areas to relax. 

This book will also help general ed teachers prepare their young students for a visit to the museum. 

Brett Bigham is the 2014 Oregon State Teacher of the Year and an NEA National Award for Teaching
Excellence winner.  Bigham is the first Oregon Special Education teacher to win these awards.  

Bigham was named a Global Fellow by the NEA Foundation and traveled to Peru as an ambassador of
that program. This allowed Bigham to create his first international Ability Guidebook for the Museo de
Inka in Cusco, Peru. He has since made books for Greece, Italy, Croatia, Montenegro, Estonia, Finland,

Latvia and Montenegro.
Text and Photos by Brett Bigham unless otherwise noted. 

Thank you to the city of Tallinn and the staff of the Niguliste Museum. 
Special thanks to Mike for giving up part of his weekend for proofreading.

Visit MrBsClassroom.com for more Ability Guidebooks.

Can You Translate?
If you can translate this book into Estonian or any other language

I would love to hear from you!


